
Tekst 5  

Football, finances and fans 
by Mark Middling, Senior Lecturer in Accounting, Northumbria University, 
Newcastle 

1 Football clubs are not like other businesses. 
Their primary aim is not to make a profit, but to 
win matches. Research shows this creates a 
conflict between sporting goals on the one hand, 
and the logic of business on the other. This in 
turn can result in what one study refers to as a 
“gambling culture” in which “clubs splurge on 
playing talent in the hope of achieving sporting 
success”. 

2 The financial impact can be catastrophic for clubs and fans. For while the 
English Premier League (EPL) is the highest earning football league in the 
world, with a domestic TV rights deal worth over £1.5 billion a year, life in 
the leagues below sees a stark reduction in revenues – and intense 
competition for promotion. 

3 To address this, a fan-led review into the game has listed no fewer than 
47 recommendations aimed at protecting English football. Led by MP, 
football coach and Spurs fan Tracey Crouch, with the help of ex-England 
manager Roy Hodgson, the review states the long-term financial stability 
of clubs as “the single most important factor” facing English football. 

4 It suggests that a new regulator oversees clubs’ financial management by 
introducing business plans, monitoring costs, and having the power to 
demand improvements in club finances. This would take financial 
governance away from leagues and clubs and allow a regulator to 
intervene before issues become severe. These suggestions have not 
been universally well received, with the owner of Leeds FC comparing 
them to the Maoist regime in China. But the argument in favour of better 
regulation can be illustrated by the fortunes of two English clubs: Derby 
County and Bury FC. 

5 In September, Derby went into administration after years of 
overspending and failure to achieve promotion to the Premier League. 
This prompted an automatic points deduction which left Derby bottom of 
the Championship (the second tier of English football). Bury, 
meanwhile, overspent on players, which led to promotion to League One, 
but also serious financial problems and eventually expulsion from the 
English Football League. 



6 It is likely that the measures recommended in the recent review may have 
prevented both of these situations. The clubs may not have been allowed 
to spend so much on wages, and the regulator would have stepped in to 
bring their finances under control before administration or expulsion 
occurred. The review’s recommendation of greater involvement by fans 
into how their clubs are run could also have highlighted issues sooner. 

7 More generally, if the recommendations are taken up, there could be an 
end to clubs’ institutionalized overspending. This is most evident in the 
Championship, where spending on wages can count for as much as £2 for 
every £1 of income. 

8 The review goes a long way toward protecting the people that matter most 
– the fans. If implemented properly, independent regulation could save the
teams that supporters hold dear. It could prevent the heartache that
closing down clubs can bring to communities, and help them to
concentrate on the tricky business of playing football.
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Tekst 5  Football, finances and fans 

1p 10 What is the point made about football clubs in paragraph 1? 
A Their competitive objectives may be financially unwise. 
B Their corporate model makes them financially risky enterprises. 
C Their obsession with financial success may ruin the spirit of the game. 

‘“gambling culture” in which “clubs splurge on playing talent in the hope of 
achieving sporting success”.’ (alinea 1) 

1p 11 In welke alinea wordt voor het eerst een concreet voorbeeld gegeven 
van de gevolgen van dit fenomeen? 
Noteer het nummer van de alinea op het antwoordblad. 

1p 12 How does paragraph 3 relate to paragraph 2? 
A It gives an example of the problem stated in paragraph 2. 
B It offers an explanation of the problem stated in paragraph 2. 
C It puts the problem stated in paragraph 2 into perspective. 
D It suggests the problem stated in paragraph 2 can be tackled. 

‘a fan-led review into the game’ (paragraph 3) 
1p 13 Which of the following recommendations does this review make, 

according to paragraphs 4-6? 
A Do research into English clubs that went bankrupt in the past. 
B Ensure that supporters participate in the policymaking of their clubs. 
C Hire new club managers who have a background in finances. 
D Restrict the influence that foreign investors have on a club. 

1p 14 What is the main point made about football clubs in paragraph 8? 
A They might risk losing loyal fans as a result of current guidelines. 
B They ought to invest in facilities for fans rather than costly players. 
C They should prioritise the connection between fans and their squads. 
D They would do justice to the fans by accepting a financial watchdog. 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift. 
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